
ACRC Members
AgraQuest, Inc.
Albaugh, Inc.

AMVAC Chemical Corporation
Arysta LifeScience of North America, LLC

BASF Corporation
Bayer CropScience

Bayer HealthCare, LLC, Animal Health Division
Becker Underwood, Inc.

Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
Certis USA, LLC
Cheminova, Inc.

Chemtura AgroSolutions
Dow AgroSciences, LLC
DuPont Crop Protection

Ensystex, Inc.
Envincio, LLC

Fine Americas, Inc.
FMC Agricultural Products

Gowan Company, LLC
Helena Chemical Company

Isagro USA
Liphatech, Inc.

Makhteshim-Agan of North America, Inc.
Marrone Bio Innovations, Inc.

MGK Company
Miller Chemical & Fertilizer Corporation

Monsanto Company
Monterey AgResources
Nichino America, Inc.
Nufarm Americas, Inc.
Pace International, LLC

PBI/Gordon Corporation
Pfizer, Inc.

Plant Food Systems, Inc. 
PROKoZ, Inc.
RiceCo, LLC

SePRO Corporation
SipcamAdvan

Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc.
Tenkoz, Inc.

United Phosphorous, Inc.
Valent BioSciences Corporation

Valent U.S.A. Corporation
Wilbur-Ellis Company

Willowood USA, LLC
Winfield Solutions, LLC

Affiliate Member Companies
CCL Label, Inc.
Cimarron Label

Cousins-Currie, Division of Silgan Plastics Canada
IBC North America

Lee Container
Mauser Corporation
Pretium Packaging
Reliance Products

Total Label USA, LLC
W. L. Gore & Associates
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from the Ag Container Recycling Council

Entering its 21st year, the ACRC continues to increase pesticide container 
collection and add new members.  We had an active 2012 highlighted 
by a number of 20th Anniversary Celebrations held at various venues 

and conferences, (ARA, NAAA, CLA, TPSA and Regional Associations).  The 
External Affairs Committee, led by Leslie Kvasnicka (Valent USA Corporation) 
and the ACRC staff, did an excellent job of managing these events.  

Container recycling was up almost 9% due to significant increases in collection 
in several Midwest and Southeastern states.  Discussions with the California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) lead to use of ACRC program 
recycling numbers for future calculation of a pesticide container recycling rate. 
Delaware and Nevada were added as states serviced by ACRC contractors, US 
Ag Recycling and Interstate Ag Plastics, respectively.

The Technical Committee, chaired by Kip Landwehr, (Winfield Solutions), 
has been diligently working on projects designed to ensure the safety of the 
clean HDPE plastic that is recycled into approved useful industrial products.   
The other major initiative of the ACRC for 2012 and into 2013 is the revision of 
our Strategic Plan to ensure we are charting an efficient and effective course for 
the future.  This ad-hoc committee is led by Mark Hudson, (Cheminova Inc.).  
Finally, the Contracts Committee, lead by Gary Saxton, (Wilbur-Ellis Co.), has 
continued oversight of the procurement and implementation of cost effective 
contract services. 

2012 has been extremely rewarding for those of us involved in the ACRC.   
We would not be able to complete all the things we have done without the able 
leadership of the ACRC staff and the member company volunteers that make 
the ACRC effective.

 Bill Spencer-Arysta LifeScience North America
 ACRC Chairman

Letter from the Chair - Bill Spencer



Pesticide Container Recycling Levels 
Hit New High for Third Straight Year

I  n 2012 a record 8,961,300 pounds of pesticide containers were collected and recycled. This represents 
an 8.5 % increase over 2011.  This was the third year in a row that recycling exceeded eight million 

pounds.  Since 1992 over 133 million pounds of pesticide containers have been collected and recycled as 
a result of pesticide manufacturing industry funding of the ACRC. 

California once again led the nation in 2012 with 1,611,314 pounds of 
containers recycled.  California’s twenty year total now exceeds 22.1 million 
pounds.  Washington, Mississippi, Texas and North Carolina rounded out 
the top five in containers recycled in 2012.  Of the 42 states that com-
prise the ACRC program, 28 reported increases with only 14 reporting 
decreases in total pounds recycled in 2012 compared with 2011. Delaware 
was added to the ACRC program in 2012.  Significant increases (greater 
than 45 percent) were reported for Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, New Mexico, 
Ohio, Texas and Wyoming.  These increases reflect an extraordinary effort 
by the ACRC contractors, as well as the regulatory agencies, agri-business 
associations, individual growers, pesticide applicators, and ag retailers in 
those states. 

The 2013 ACRC budget funds the collection and recycling of approximately 9.2 million pounds, which, 
with the continued cooperation and support of the stakeholders referenced above, is an attainable  
recycling goal.  If you have ideas for ways to improve and expand the recycling efforts in your area, please 
do not hesitate to contact your ACRC contractor directly or Ron Perkins at 877-952-2272 or email 
rperkins@acrecycle.org

—continued on next page

The Pesticide Stewardship Alliance (TPSA) held its thirteenth Annual Conference in Mobile, AL  
on February 5-7, 2013.  As in past years, the ACRC was pleased to be a Gold Level Sponsor.   

Ron Perkins, ACRC Executive Director and TPSA Board member co-moderated an interactive panel 
addressing How to Collect More Small Containers with Russel Hurst, CleanFarms Program Manager.  

ACRC Participates in 13th Annual 
TPSA Conference



Panelists included Sam Gibson (USAg Recycling), Tony Cofer (Alabama DOA), Linda Hendrick-
son (CPS) and Mike Harding (IBC North America).  Ideas suggested by panelists and the audience  
included:

 1.) Work more closely with extension services
 2.) Have state ag inspectors promote program
 3.) Member company sales reps should promote availability 
  of ACRC program
 4.) Use empty composite  IBCs (with tops cut off ) to store and 
  transport small containers
 5.) Use box trailers for storage
 6.) Place balers at distribution centers
 7.) Target promotion on younger growers
 8.) Provide certificates of appreciation to participants  (such as 
  retailers hosting collection sites)
 9.) Anything to “keep it simple” will increase participation

The ACRC thanks those who participated in the session and will continue to evaluate the potential of 
these and other ideas that stakeholders bring forward.

The TPSA educational sessions also included several addressing compliance with the EPA Container 
and Containment Rule and best practices for managing mini-bulk containers. The TPSA web site 
(www.tpsalliance.org) contains a great deal of valuable information regarding mini-bulk management. 
In addition, all conference presentations will be made available on the site in the near future. 

Renata Nishio, inPEV and Ron Perkins, ACRC Executive Director at 
ACRC display at 13th Annual TPSA conference.

Continued from previous page—



The ACRC booth was the place to be at the National Agricultural Aviation Association (NAAA) 
meeting in December 2012 in Savannah, GA.  ACRC staff handed out sugar cookies with the 

ACRC 20th Anniversary logo to attendees with a sweet tooth. In addition, the container recycling 
message was further reinforced with buttons declaring “I Kill Bugs and Recycle the Jugs!”, a double 
hit for getting the ACRC container recycling message out to conference attendees. The cookies are all 

gone but you may request a button by contacting Joyce Jarvis, ACRC Program Manager, 
at (877-952-2272) or by email at jjarvis@acrecycle.org. 

Closing out a year of 20th Anniversary celebrations for the ACRC at the Ag Retailers Association meeting 
in San Diego, CA.  Four celebration cakes were served to ARA meeting attendees by 

ACRC representatives Bill Spencer (Arysta), ACRC Board Chair, and 
Leslie Kvasnicka (Valent USA), ACRC External Affairs Committee Chair. 

Please visit our website at www.acrecycle.org
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The ACRC had the pleasure of hosting a visit by Ms. Renata Nishio, Project Coordinator for in-
PEV; the widely-acclaimed pesticide container recycling program in Brazil that boasts a nine-

ty-four percent recycling rate.  Ron Perkins accompanied Ms. Nishio on a tour of USAg Recycling pes-
ticide container processing facilities in Waller, TX conducted by Sam Gibson and Richard Marburger. 
The group then visited an Advanced Drainage Systems (ADS) plant in Yoakum, TX and observed the 
manufacture of field drain tile from recycled pesticide containers.

In addition to the plant tours, Ms. Nishio’s visit provided an opportunity to exchange ideas and in-
formation concerning the policies and operations of US and Brazilian pesticide container recycling 
programs. Both parties gained valuable information from the visit.

ACRC Hosts Brazilian 
Recycling Program Representative

Sam Gibson (USAg), Renata Nishio (inpEV), Richard Marburger (USAg) and 
Ron Perkins (ACRC) at USAg Recycling, Inc. headquarters in Waller, TX

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter, please contact me at 
rperkins@acrecycle.org  or call me at 877-952-2272.

Envincio, LLC 
Miller Chemical & 

  Fertilizer Corporation

Pfizer, Inc. 
Plant Food Systems, Inc. 
Willowood USA, LLC

ACRC is pleased to welcome the following new members:


